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Confidentiality Agreement
between 
1. 
Hamburg University of Technology, Am Schwarzenberg-Campus 1, 21073 Hamburg (hereafter, ‘TUHH’), as well as the co-signing supervisor(s) on the side of the TUHH …….…... (name(s) of supervisor(s)), Institute: ……….…... (Institute name)
and
2.
the Company ………… (hereafter, ‘the Company’)
and
 3. 
Mr./Ms. (student surname), Address, course of study and Mat-No. (hereafter, ‘the Student’).
(1) The Student intends to complete a final thesis on the subject of …….. at the Company. The Student will be supervised by academics at the TUHH. It is conceivable that business secrets of the Company and/or associated group companies may be revealed to the Student and the supervising academic(s) in the course of the completion and supervision of the final thesis, and that the final thesis itself may contain such secrets.
(2) Therefore, the parties agree to keep confidential all business matters of the Company and associated group companies that are not publicly known, and which the parties gain knowledge of - in written or oral form - through supervising the student, through disclosure by the student, or through disclosure by the company itself.
(3) After the final thesis is completed, the Company undertakes to review the final thesis for use of confidential information and to mark this information within three months of being asked to do so by the TUHH, one of the supervisors or the student. The Company will only mark information to the extent necessary to protect business secrets. Until the Company identifies the confidential information within the final thesis, or until the end of the three-month period designated for this, whichever is the earlier date, the entire final thesis shall be treated as confidential. After this, only the parts marked as confidential shall continue to be treated as such. 
(4) The duty of confidentiality does not apply or will cease to apply where such information has become publicly known through other publications or has otherwise been made generally available. The same applies where confidential information becomes public after submission of the final thesis through no fault of the receiving party, or where the information was made available to the receiving party by a third party in a lawful manner without restrictions regarding the confidentiality or use thereof. 
(5) Where the final thesis is confidential, it may only be made available to those involved in the examination procedure, particularly examiners, members of the board of examiners, members of appeals committees, and supervising academic staff, who are subject to either a legal or a contractual duty of confidentiality. The content of the Student’s work, which contains confidential information of the Company, remains the property of the Company and is to be stored like the TUHH’s own confidential information which must not be passed on to third parties.
(6) The confidential information may not be published, reproduced or passed on to third parties, either in full or in part, where no express written permission from the Company exists. Use of confidential content from the Student’s work in classes or research projects without the written permission of the Company is not permitted. The parties do however agree that generalised knowledge gained in the context of supervision may be used by the TUHH and its academics in research and teaching. 
(7) Where the relevant examination regulations for the student’s final thesis require a public presentation on the Student’s work and its results, this content is not subject to the duty of confidentiality. The Student must ensure when writing the final thesis that they will be able to present their work and results in accordance with the examination regulations without disclosing the confidential information of the Company and/or associated group companies. Where required, in consultation with their supervisors at the TUHH and the Company, the student must normalise or generalise the results presented such that it is not possible to identify specific values.
(8) Should the evaluation of the final thesis be subjected to a judicial review, the Student and the TUHH shall inform the Company of this immediately and, within the legal scope afforded them in the court procedure, submit the requests proposed by the Company to preserve the secrecy interests of the Company and/or associated group companies. The Company is obligated to present the requests in good time such that the procedure can be conducted rapidly and all deadlines can be adhered to. Where additional costs arise for the TUHH or the Student owing to such requests, these shall be reimbursed by the Company.
(9) Neither the TUHH nor the supervisors on the side of the TUHH are responsible for the Student’s infringement of duty of confidentiality to the Company and/or associated group companies. The supervisor on the side of the TUHH is only responsible for themselves and their employees.
(10) This confidentiality agreement applies for a period of three years, starting from the time the Student submits their final thesis.
(11) The signature of this contract can also be made legally effective by means of an electronic signature (advanced electronic signature sufficient) or by sending a scan of the signature page. Handwritten original signatures shall not be exchanged. Likewise, there shall be no subsequent qualified electronic signature or certification pursuant to § 127 II, III BGB.

Hamburg University of Technology (TUHH)
Place, date
________________________
Signature:
___________________________________________




Title and surname (President or on behalf of the President)
Supervisor
Place, date
________________________
Signature:
___________________________________________




Title and surname (please ensure this is legible)

Company
Place, date
________________________
Signature:
___________________________________________




Title and surname (please ensure this is legible)

Signature:
___________________________________________




Title and surname (please ensure this is legible)
Student
Place, date
________________________
Signature:
___________________________________________




Title and surname (please ensure this is legible)
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